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Rwer Enwronment Maintenance Work Conducted as Part of the “Bibigawa Nature Restoration Prolect”

Last October 10, 2025, the Muroran Department of Public Works Management, as the river administrator, led
maintenance work to improve the river environment by removing Kusayoshi (Phalaris arundinacea, reed grass),
with cooperation from local companies. The targeted area extended 100 meters upstream from Bibi Bridge.

HlWhy Is It Necessary to Remove Kusayoshi?

The overgrowth of Kusayoshi covers the river channel, slowing the water flow. This has led to a decline in
Baikamo (Ranunculus nipponicus var. submersus, water crowfoot), a rare aquatic plant that thrives in clean,
flowing water.

MPast Efforts and Their Effects
From 2007 to 2008, 2012 to 2014, and in 2017, Kusayoshi was cut down in the section between Bibibokuya
kanri Bridge and Matsubibi Bridge. These efforts successfully led to the regeneration of Baikamo. To
maintain this environment, removal work is periodically conducted in areas where Kusayoshi has become
overgrown.

To keep this environment
intact, we perform removal

Baikamo

it o

The river was wide, and Baikamo Kusayoshi begins to overgrow, As Kusayoshi overgrew and covered The flow was restored by
was thriving. narrowing the river. the river channel, the flow slowed cutting down Kusayoshi, and
[Removed Areas) down, and Baikamo disappeared. Baikamo was regenerated.

o= Bibibok . . - o
- kanr i Bridge | Image of Baikamo Regeneration Following Kusayoshi Removal

Bibi River~—

sayoshi The overgrowth of Kusayoshi Q(By removing Kusayoshi, the
JE this tinp.“( overing the river channel »” flow of the river is restored.
N & chit \ e sIows down the flow. 2
ew; Chitose \ ™ —

Airport

o~

18 Baikamo, whlch
i prefers flowing water

environments, has
W o

- regenerated.
Kusayoshi Y Baikamo
The river channel is covered with Kusayoshi. Baikamo has regenerated as a result of Kusayoshi removal.

| Status of This Kusayoshi Cutting Operation |
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